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SUBJECT: SOVIET CONDUCTOR RUDOLF BARSHAY HOPES TO DEPART USSR 

1. AT QUADRIPARTITE MEETING SEPTEMBER 18, FRG 
MINISTER BALSER REPORTED THAT SOVIET CONDUCTOR RUDOLF 
BARSHAY OF THE MOSCOW CHAMBER ORCHESTRA HAD TAKEN HIM 
ASIDE AT RECEPTION IN LAST DAY OR TWO TO ASK HIM TO 
ATTEND A BACH CONCERT AT THE GREAT HALL OF THE 
CONSERVATORY WHICH MIGHT BE BARSHAY'S LAST MAJOR 
PERFORMANCE IN USSR. BARSHAY EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD ASKED 
PERMISSION FOR TWO YEARS' LEAVE ABROAD, AND IMPLIED THAT HE 
EXPECTED APPROVAL. HE ALSO PLANNED TO CONDUCT A MEMORIAL 
CONCERT FOR SHOSTAKOVICH ON SEPTEMBER 25, BUT IT 

WOULD BE IN THE SMALL HALL. 

2. PARTICIPANTS IN THE QUADRIPARTITE MEETING WERE NOT 
AWARE OF A VISA REQUEST FROM BARSHAY TO THEIR RESPECTIVE 
EMBASSIES, BUT IT WOULD APPEAR THAT ANOTHER PROMINENT 
SOVIET ARTISTIC FIGURE ISABOUT TO LEAVE, PERHAPS FOR 
GOOD. 
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